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ABDUCTED WOMEN
Speaking after prayers, Gandhiji referred to the
subject of abducted women. Some Hindu women workers
from the Union had gone to Lahore to attend a con-
ference with Muslim women. Raja Gaznafarali and some
others were present.^It was said that 25,000 Hindu and
Sikh women had been abducted in Pakistan and 12,000
Muslim women were abducted in the Eastern Punjab.
Some said that the figures were not quite so high. For
him, Gandhiji said, even a single abduction was bad
enough. How could man stoop so low? The lowest
figure, i.e. 12,000 for either province was high enough.
The conference agreed that "all these women must be
rescued and restored to their families. Raja Gaznafarali
had said that both the Dominions had been disgraced
by this episode. Who did more evil and who started it,
were irrelevant questions when both the parties were
agreed .that these women should be returned. The
important thing was how the evil was to be undone.
Shrimati Rameshwari Nehru and Shrimati Mridula
Sarabhai had given him a brief account of the work of
the conference. They suggested that some women were
to go to Pakistan and some to the East Punjab and do
the rescue work with the help of the police and the
military. In his (Gandhiji's) opinion this method would
not succeed. It was said that in some places some of the
abducted women did not wish to return. They had
changed their religion and were married. He did not
believe it. Such marriages and such conversions must be
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